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Hearing on Terror Opens
With Warning on Soviet
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By CHARLES MOHR
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 24 — The new
Senate Subcommittee on Security -and
Terrorism opened hearings today with its
chairman, Jeremiah A. Denton, strengly |
endorsing contentions by a number of
witnesses that the Soviet Union was re-
sponsible for most.international terror-
{sm._. . . TS ER

The Alabama Republican said that it
the United States ignored the threat of
terrorism *‘the sand in which we bury our
heads will eventually bary our nation.”?:: -

Senator Denten; a former admiral‘and
naval aviator who-was.shot down over.
North Vietmar and imprisoned. there for
more than seven years, also said in a-
statement that Sovietand other hostilein-
izlligence agencieshadenjoyed “a meas-
ure of success” in so-called disinforma-
tion campaigns almed partly at mislead-
ing "a story-hungry and sometimes gulli-
ble press.” - R

Anumber of left-wing and liberal politi- | -

cal organizations-issued statements de-
ploring the creation of the subcommittee,
sugzesting that it might signal a returnto
**McCarthyism® and political interroga-
tions in the -pattern of the internal se-
curity investigations inthe 1950°s, '
‘There were fewer fireworks than the
crowds of political’ activists and tourists
who lined up forscarceseats in a Senate
hearing room had seemed to-expect, but
the day was not withoutdrama, - - -

The subcommittee, an arm of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, heard swom
testimeny from Claire Sterling; a-Rome-
based American foreign con ent
and author of ‘the recently pubdlished
book, ‘‘The Terror Network’; from Ar-
naud de Borchgrave, a former corre-
spondent for Newsweek magazine and co-
author of a political novel entitled **The
'S;;iike";‘ fro;n Dr. l{v!hchaek:x.edeerz;a ‘his-

an, foreign-policy: analyst ana editor,
and from Williamr-E. Colby, a-former Di-
rector of Central Intelligence.

All four witnesses tastitied that they
believed that the-Soviet Union had given
material support, training and encour-
agement to a wide network of terrorist or-
ganizations. ) ’ et

‘Mr. de Borchgrave, Mr. Ledeen and
Senator Denton also placed st em-
phasis on accusations that the K.G.B.,

the Soviet intelligence and internal-

security agency, had enjoyed consider-
able successin i Western opinion
through so-called disinformation. -
Disinformationis an intelligence term,
derived from a Russian word, meaning in
part-the clandestine planting of informa-

. ciéar power plants and against nuclear

tionrby one power to the disadvantage of
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“Manipulation of Western Med

7 Mr. de Borchgrave testifled that a
‘Sgviet plan for defeating the West that he
sald was initiated in 1568 called for a wide
range of measures but “above all, the
manipulation of the Western media” and
the "‘sabotage of Western intelligen
services throughpresse AL

He. also testified that there was *‘ir-
refutable proof” that the Soviet Unicn
was playing “‘a covert role in promoting
the antinuclear lobby.” He asserted that
what he called a well-known Soviet froat
organization was *‘atfiliated”” with an or.’
ganization known as Mobilization for Sur-
vival. » s

. This grwp is an umbrella organizatié&
of several antiwar and antinuclear power
groups that has demonstrated against nu-

weapons., - PN
It was this kind of accusation that lib-

eral zroups had predicted would result |
from the creation of the suhcommittee, A

statement issued this morning by Ameri-
cans for Democratic Action said that
*‘the hearings were inappropriate’ and-
charged that the subcommittee “appears
to be seeking only a platform to maxe its
inflammatory charges about the nature -
of terrorism in the world today.” .-
. Mobilization for Survival, which says it
has 140 affiliated organizations devoted
to opposing the “‘arms race” and st
ping nuclear power, issued a statement in
Philadelphta this evening, saying that the
testimony was ‘“‘reminiscent of the re-
pression and intimidation of the McCar-
thy era' and asking Senator Denton to
‘‘disallow any further unsubstantiated
and damaging charges to be entered into
‘the record of his committee.” -~ -~

At several points today Senator Denton
made long, extemporaneous remarks
about his imprisonment, his torture by
the North Vietnamese and his resentment-
that opinions similar to those of the North
Vietnamese had been expressed by jour-
nalists and members of Congress during
thewar. « -+~ .. . v RAEE IR g

At another point he said that a televi-

tlege s

sion station in Huntsville, Ala., had tele-

.phoned to ask if he was *‘wearing a bullet--
proof vest.” Opening several buttons of
his shirt, hesaid, *“No, 1 am not.” N
i Although no bulletproof vests were evi-
! dent, several plainclothes officers of the
* Capitol police force guarded the hearing
room, along with the usual uniformed
Capitol police guards. Joel S. Lisker, the
subcommittee counsel, said that he had
requested the plainclothes ‘officers, but

Op- | plexbut apparently narrower. -
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been "*a coOver-up " Dy S0me wedtci i - !
ligence agencies of Soviet complicity in!
terrorism and that *‘my book proves it.”"!
She sald that such alleged suppression of |
evidence had probably been motivated in
large part by diplomatic considerations
and by desires to preserve détente. |
Senator Denton began the hearings by
reading what he said was a new Central
Intelligence Agency delirition of terror-
ism. There have been reports that the
‘definition_was_belng broacened by the
.Reagan Administration. o
““Senator Denton said, in part, that the
new definition was that *terrorism is the
threat or use of violence for political sym-
bolic effect that is almed at achleving a
psycholszical impact on a target group
wider tnan jts immediate victims.” The

new_definition also includes operations
with “*military, paramilitary or insurrec-
Ltionary goals” if *‘they Involve terrorist
acts,” the Senator sald. This would seem
to include some wars of national libera-
-tlon. The older definition, as contained in
L&, Presidential executive order, is com-

added that no threats of violence had
beenreceivedbythepanel, . . - .
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